Uganda vote set to extend
Museveni’s rule to 30 years

By Francois Ausseﬂl

KAMPALA: Ugandans vo-
ted on Friday in polls widely
expected to extend Yoweri
Museveni’s rule to 30 years,
amid opposition accusations
the veteran leader was rigging
his way to re-election.Polls
closed officially at 5:00 pm
(1400 GMT), with some sta-
tions recording low turnout.
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The electoral commission

pl;e_te results within 48 hours
after the close of voting, that
is by 1400 GMT on Sunday.
Mary Karooro Okurut,
spokeswoman for the ruling
National Resistance Movement,
also expressed satisfaction.
“T’ve just heard about a few
isolated incidents but other-

wise we’re happy, we think
the elections were as peaceful

as the campaign,” she said.
But Margaret Wokuri, an
opposition spokeswoman saw
things differently. “We have
serious concerns about ‘what
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the capital’s streets.
“It was because of the maf-
sion declded to leave the
election material in the ware-
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of Museveni have

warned that Uganda was ripe

for the kind of uprising current-

ly sweeping the Arab world.
Museveni’s main challenger

Kizza Besigye has claimed on-
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sprive him of victory and has
pledged to release his own set
of results.
Museveni, 66, has been de-
fiant, cting a landslide
victory and promising to crack
‘down on protests.

like revolution here... Egypt is
a different story. _

Tunisia is a different story,”
he said Wednesday.

The terms “Tunisia®™,
“Egypt” and “Dictator” were
nonetheless on a list of poten-
tially explosive terms the
Uganda  Communications

Commission said it had in-
structed telecom operators to
block in text messages.
Museveni has steered
Uganda to an average growth
rate of five percent since 2004
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